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IT HAS CONNOTATIONS OF
PUPLICITY, SNEAKINESS, AND
EVEN OUTRIGHT DECEPTION.

THE RHETORIC WAS
FLYING IN WASHINGTON
TODAY AS THE

PRESIDENT...

IS ANYONE

>
LISTENING- (RS
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HE'S ALL «é THE VOTERS ARE That speech was

& RHETORIC, N0 I% TIRED OF EMPTY & fiery RHETORIC
bR, ACTION... RHETOR‘C e with nothing of
r\ - gubstance..
~ '\ ‘3 ‘ L U ‘ A
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0\ --TO WHAT ANYONE S
5‘ ACTUALLY SAYING”



SOME PEOPLE
CALL A QUESTION
“RHETORICAL™ BECAUSE
NO ANSWER IS ACTUALLY
EXPECTED,

li

ACT UALLY, THE ANCIENTS
DEVELOPED THE CONCEPT OF
RHETORIC TO FACILITATE

THEY THOUGHT THAT "\
"f RHETORIC PROVIDED A SET Y
DISCUSSION, , PEOPLE FOREGROUND ¢

ACCORDING TO THeEM,
RHETORIC AND RHETORICAL
ARE ALL ABOUT SHUTTING
DOWN CONVERSATION AND

DEBATE!
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THOUGHTS WITH "'a,::

<30 OTHERS -- @’g
AN vr “Faa@“;
e « n %’i; u‘

1 pOTENTIALLY REACH  Vhg
Y COMMON GOALS OR MAKE NY
A " DEFICULT Deaszs :
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IN THE ORIGINAL
GREEK, THE WORD
RHETORIC
COMES FROM THE
VERB EIRD,
«TO SAY.”

I

T's A WAY OF
THINKING ABOUT HOW
WE TALK...

"'THAT TAKES
INTO CONSDERTION
THE ENTIRE SITugmo
IN WHICH THAT T

RHETORIC IS ABOUT

THE SPACES IN WHICH

WE WRITE, CONVERSE,
DEBATE, AND SHARE
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e NLY HELD NEGATIVE IDEAS ABOUT RHETORIC CAN
M@Q"Tﬁ%ré? TO THE ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHER PLATO.

HE BELIEVED THAT
TEACHERS LIKE US WHO
TAUGHT RHETORIC WERE
INSTRUCTING THEIR
STUDENTS TO DECEIVE
OTHERS RATHER THAN TO
BETTER THEMSELVES.

IF SERIOUS
DISCUSSION IS LIKE
GYMNASTICS, THEN
RHETORIC IS LiKE

COSMETICS.

RHETORIC 1S
INTENDED ONLY TO HiPE
FLAWS, NOT ENCOURAGE

SELF-IMPROVEMENT.

PLATO t477-3.. BCE)

A .
0’;%2&%56& FHLOSOPHER, STUDENT OF SOCRATES, AND FOUNDER
ENAN ACADEMY, AN IMPORTANT EARLY SCHOOL OF THOUGHT.

AS FAR AS PLATO WAS
C&N&S‘RNED, RHETORIC WA

A OLES
PISTRACTION THAT T0O
ATTENTION Away FROM

IMPORTANT PHLOSOPHICAL

AND CIVIC MATTERS,

INDULGING THe
POPULATION'S

APPETITE FOR
RHETORIC 1S AS
BAD AS SELLING
PASTRIES INSTEAD
OF DISPENSING
MEDICINE.

PLATO ALSO THOUGHT THAT
VIVID MEDIA EXPERIENCES, SUCH
AS ANCIENT GREEK TRAGEDIES

THAT SHOWED EXPLICIT SEX

AND VIOLENCE, WOULD HAVE
A BAD INFLUENCE ON
YOUNG PEOPLE.
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" ALL POETS AND PLAYWRIGHTS
SHOULD BE BANISHED!




 7UST WORRIED JUST AS PEQP |
PLATO WASN'T JUST WO “OPLE Wq
Coi 2 e Frol peouT CHLORER. bX OF WRITNG oF TecoL A
\[ Tt ¢ Cye
AMBIGUOUS MORAL MESSAGES T ANCIENT WORLD pLLoWeD PLAO woaaieooAg‘gﬁ"lJ@
ENOING TO BE CRMNALS | | ADULTS TO LE AEOL e They FECT OF WRiTy o T
Chises QLA 1o N || e R FORGET THE PAST U To gt
B€ CRIMINALS IN REAL LIFE. Al R
= EVERYONE KNOWS THAT. AND TRADITION e . Ty
Narmony
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THINGS WERE
SURE A LOT BETTER

BEFORE WE HAD
WRITING/

): S— - ———
PLATO'S STUDENT l

77 ARISTOTLE HAD A VERY
DIFFERENT VIEW ABOUT
WRITING AND RHETORIC.
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ARISTOTLE THOUGHT

ARISTOTLE Was A THAT PLAYS couL

PROPONENT OF THE AN EDUCATIONAL g]égggg 8y

33$ SCFK%HSESTA?RBE: TO %_NC%J&ZAG!NG GREEK CITIZENS
QAD O DeVeLop

B acROsS Al THEIR CAPACITIES

FOR PITY AND FEAR.

BY SEEING THE CONSEQUENCES
OF SEXUAL AND VIOLENT CRIMES
THAT WERE COMMITTED BY
ACTORS ON STAGE, SPECTATORS
COULD LEARN NOT TO IMITATE
BAD ACTIONS.

ARISTOTLE (384-322 8cp)

ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHER (AND STUDENT
OF PLATO) WHOSE THINKING CONTRIBUTED
MUCH TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN , :

EMPIRICAL AND SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT. [ == T




T PLATO Taom '
€ DISAGREED RHETORIC Wias pppy T T
vﬁmsnmcnez ABOUT  WORLD OF APPERR ppjrek OF Ay A
R

HETORIC. CONSIDERED RHeTogic'%. ARtz
THE FOUNDATIONS o

THS DEVELOPMENT OF © IF A SOCIETY 15 To

EVEN NOW, . P { ==1S CENTRALTO
RHETORIC COINCIDES ~ THRIVE DEMOCRATICALLY, UNDERSTANDING PARTICIPATION N
WITH THE BIRTH OF A NUMBER OF VIEWPOINTS
PEMOCRACY IN

RHETORIC=-  =~BOTHAS A THe DEMOCRATC
AND OPINIONS NEED TO Be CONCEPT AND
ANCIENT GREECE. AIRED, DISCUSSED,

Loy AS AN ACTIVITY,
DEBATED, AND EVENTUALLY LIKE TALKING AND
VOTED ON. VOTING -- ;
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m S
ARISTOTLE SAYS THAT STRANGE WORDS, BUT
YOU CAN HEAR THER

10 BE EFFECTIVE, A
ENGLISH COUNTERPARTS

COMMUNICATOR HAS
T0 TAKE THREE :
CONCEPTS INTO QUITE CLEARLY...
0 1‘ N .
\

CONSIDERATION:




You should
buy the "r:m“

BRINGS TO THE
SUBJECT THAT He read%m[d}our' \
OR SHE IS COM- el o find ot abou
MUNCATING NN
ABOUT. >

IS THE CREDIBILITY THAT A
SPEAKER OR WRITER /

. ORE THAN
ERTAIN KINDS OF PEOPLE M
OT}%EJEUS;—C%USE THEY HAVE EXPEIE'Q%& 19§TBEP?£(§.ISE
THEY ARE WELL INFORMED ABOUT THE S

IS THE USE OF EMOTION IN
DEBATE OR ARGUMENT.

APPEALS TO PATHOS SURROUND US, PARTICULARLY IN VISUAL
ARGUMENTS SUCH AS ADVERTISEMENTS AND MANY ONLINE VIDEOS.

IS THE APPEAL TO REASON,
TO THE FORCEFULNESS

OF A WELL-THOUGHT-

OUT AND WELL-
STRUCTURED

POSITION.

SOME ARGUMENTS MAKE MOR
OTHERS, AND MANY CONSIDER LgGE 5

o
GICAL SENSE THAN
THE DEVELOPMENT AN

OS TO Be criTIC
D DISSEMINATION OF IDEAS AND V:Il_-UgS.

44
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