
-

łn g ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  o n e
'

s  a b ility ,  w h a t  v a r io u s
_

w o r d s  h a D e  m e a n t  t o

it a t iv e  s t a t e m e n ts  a b o u t  t h e
"

t r u e  m e a n in g s
"

o f w o r d s ,  b u t  a  t a s k  o f  r e c o r d -

T h e  w r it in g  o f  a  d ic t io n a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  is  n o t  a  t a s k  o f  s e t t i n g  u p  a u t h o r -

w h a t  th e  c o ıle c t e d  q u o t a t io n s  r e v e a l a b o u t  t h e  w o r d .

a n  id e a  o f  w h a t  a  g iv e n  w o r d  o u g h t  t o  m e a n .  b u t  m u s t  w o r k  a c c o r d f n g  t o

to  b e  t h e  s e v e r a l s e n s e s  o f  t h e  w o r d .  T h e  e d it o r  c a n n o t  b e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y

c a r d s  s o m e ,  r e r e a  Æ th e  r e s t ,  a n d  d iv id e s  t h e  s t a c k  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h a t  s e e m

lite r a ıy  o r  torica ļ  im p o r t a n c e .  T h e  e d it o r

th e  w o r d ,  e a c h  r e p r e s e n t in g  a n  a c t u a ı u s e  o f

T o  d e f in e  a  w o r d , t h e n ,  t h e  d ic t io n a r y  e d it o r  u s e s  t h e  c a r d s  ill u s t r a d n g
illu s t r a t i v e  q u o t a t io n s  f o r  e a c h  w o r d ,  e a c h  o n  it s  c a r d .

is  c o m p le t e d ,  th e r e  w ill b e  a n y w h e r e  f r o m  t w o  o r  th r e e  t o  s e v e r a l h u n d r e dth e  c a r d s  a r e  c o lıe c t e d ,  t h e y  a r e  a lp h a b e tĽ ze d  a n d  s o r te d .  W h e n  th e  so r t in g
o f  s u c h  c a r d s  a r e  c o lle c t e d ,  

a n d  th e  t a s k  o f  e d it in g  o c c u p ie s  d e c a d e s .  A sÊn g iisıı Ďic t io n a r y  (u s u a lly  b o u n d  in  a b o u t  t w e n t y
- fiv e  v o lu m e s),  m illio n sw o r d  its e lf .  

F o r  a  rm y  b ig jo b a im lo n a r y
- iiing ,  

s u c h  a s  ū ie
'

O rdo r dT h a t  is  t o  s a y ,  
th e  c o n te x t  o f  e a c h  w o r d  is  c o u e c t e d ,  

a lo n g  
w ith  th e

I,  
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x E Acrs ,  E n d y m ło nT h e  d a ir y  p a its  b r in g  h o m e  in c r e a s e  o f  m ilk

I

th e s e  w o r d s  a p p e a r s , 
th u s

=X X  P  K .

-

i

-

a ls o  tıie  s e n t e n c e s  in  w h ic h  e a c iı o '

th ,  .

-

o f  th e  P  
io d .  r  \  iihm

.  D ic t i.  N a r y  is  
to  C  O  V  

_

A  S  

Xt ĦĮ K X  X X
m e a n in g  a

n d  u s a g e .  F e w  p e o p ıe  a s k  b y  w
h a t  a u th o r ity  th

e  w r it e r s  o f  d i$in g  a n d  th a t  te a c h e rs  a n d  b o o k s  a r e  th e  s u p r e m e  a u th o r it y  in  m a t te r s  o fIt Ķ  w id e ly  b e ıie v e d  th a t  e v e r y  w o r cı n a s  a  c u r ıw L  ıııu m
p

' " " ' " - - "

e v e r ,  a n y o n e  w h o  is  w illin g  t o  q u a r r e l w ith  th e  d ic tio n a r y  is  r e g a r d e d  a s
la n g u a g e  is  n o t  u n c o m m o n  a m o n g  t h e  E n g lis h .  In  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s , h o w -g la n d .  T h e  w a y  I  s p e a k   · fs  E n d is h .

"

S u c h  s e lf - a s s u r a n c e  a b o u t  o n e
'

s  o w n

s a id  Ħ r m ly ,

"

W D a t  fo r T  I  a iıl E w " h I w a s  b o m  a n d  b r o u g h t u p  in  E n -

o f  a  w o r d  a n d  o f t e r e d  t o  lo o k  it  u p  in  t h e  d ic t io n a r y .  T h e  E n g lis h w o m a n

o N c E  G o T  IN T o  a  d is p u t e  w it h  a n  E n g lis h w o m a n  o v e r  t h e  p r o n u n c ia tıo n

H O tı W o r d s  M e a n  C
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Pla y  th e  c la rin e t a fte r  h e  s ta r te d  p la y in g  th e  o b o e .  H e  s a id  it w a s n
'

t a s  m u c h  ħın ,

da y  a t th e  m u sic  s h o p ,  b u y in g  a  n e w  r e e d  fo r  h ls  o b o e . . . .  H e  n e v e r  lilre d  t o

' " °
' "  i n  t n ' "i rd ' " ' " n t .  h .  u se d  to  g e t  v e r y  e x c itd . .

- ' '
'

I s a w  X

H e  u se d  to  b e  th e  b e s t o b o e  p la y e r  in  to w n . . .

the  fo llo w in g  s e n te n c e s  o c c u r

he a r d  th e  w o r d
"

o b o e
"

b e fo r e , a n d  w e  o v e r h e a r  a  c o n v e r sa tio n  in  w h ic h

a n d  c o n tin u in g  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  liv e s .  L e t u s  s a y  th a t  w e  h a v e  n e v e r

tio n  o f th e  w a y  w e  a ll te a m  t h e  m e a n in g s  o f  w o r d s ,  b e g in n in g  a t  in f a n c y

T he  w a y  d ic tio n a r y  w r it e r s  a r r iv e  a t  d e f in it io n s  is  m e r e ly  t h e  s y s te m a t iz a -

V e rb a l a n d  P h y sic a ı C o n t e x ts

"

ho o d ,

"

w e  s h o u ld  o r d in a r ily  h f o u n d ,  m liu n êd  y e a r s a g o ,  a  m o n kto d a y , w e  lin d  a n  a u to m o b ile  e n g in e .

a lw a y s  c o m p e llin g  u s  to  g iv e  n e w  u s e s  t o  o ld  w o r d s .  K i n g  u n d e r  a

c a u se  n e w  s it u a t io n s ,  n e w  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  n e w  in v e n tio n s ,  n e w  f a r e

ìecoifforded u s  b y  th e  d ic t io n a r y , b u t w e  g n n o t  b e
.  b

o u r w o ,  d s w h e n = .  E-='Write
-

i

re g a r d  th e  d ic tio n a r y  a s  a n
"

a u th o r ity ,

"

th e r e f o r e ,  is  to  c r e d it  d ic t io n a r y

disse m in a te  a u d ib le  m e s s a g e s ,  e tc .
,  
b y  r a d io  o r  t e le v is io n  t r a n s m is s io n .

"

T o

fro m  1 9 2 1  o n , t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  m e a n in g  o f  th e  w o r d  s h o u ld  b e c o m e
"

to

m e a n t
"

to  s c a tte r
"

(s e e d ,  fo r  e x a m p le ) b u t w e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  d e c r e e d  th a t

o r  e v e n  a s  la te  a s  1 9 1 9 ,  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  s a id  th a t  t h e  w o r d
"

b r o a d c a s ť

n o t a  la u rg io e r .  If, fo r  e x a m p le ,  w e  h a d  b e e n  w r it in g  a  d ic t io n a r y  i n i ,

in  th e  d is ta n t o r  im m e d ia te  p a s t .  T h e  tıı te r  o f Ŝ fs a
.  H ! M ,
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